
Mr Huggins (right) was attacked and 
robbed over a year ago. The attack 
left him in a "persistent 
vegetative state" and 
medical experts say he 
w i l l  n e v e r  r e g a i n 
consciousness. His family 
and friends have decorated 
the room with ‘selfies’ for 
‘when he wakes up’.  And what 
else can they do? 
Helpless 
Mr Higgin’s story is replicated around the 
country—indeed, around the 
world—the details behind it may 
differ, but the result is the 
same: people struck by grief 
and helpless at the changed 
circumstances of their loved 
one, looking for some way to 
do something, some way to 
cling on to hope. They can’t 
mourn because there is no 
death, and yet the outlook is 
bleak and the person they 
knew has gone. They are in 
limbo. 
On the road 
There is a sense in which we 
are all in limbo. We are all on 

the road between birth and death. 
In our busy world, the months and 
years whisk by, and it is often only 
when disaster strikes that we 
re a l i s e  w i t h  re g re t  t h e 
opportunities we have missed. 
Opportunities to value family and 
friends. Opportunities perhaps to 

r e s t o r e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  
Opportunities to think and speak 
of what will come after. 
Bucket list? 
Some people are fortunate 
to be given an idea of how 
much longer they may 
have. Some of them 
respond by creating a 

’bucket list’ of all the things 
they want to do before they die. I 

don’t want to criticise that because I’m 
sure it encourages a positive outlook at a 
very difficult time. But I would like to 
suggest that whether or not your time is 

limited, you think about your list. 
And, perhaps above the 

desire to do a parachute 
jump or to canoe down 

the Amazon, how about 
these things: 
 R e s t o r e  b r o k e n 
relationships, especially in 
your family 
 Tell the people you love 
that you do! 
 Make sure that you are 
ready for your life to end. 
And that isn’t just making a 
will. It is being prepared to 
meet your Maker.  
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